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This lesson will give a broad overview of the social networking trend, its benefits and drawbacks, and then will focus in on specific popular social networking sites as examples.  

Note to teachers: This lesson does not cover setting up profiles or actually using any of these sites; it is a topical overview.  To demonstrate the various sites you’ll have to create accounts or have access to existing accounts. 
Lesson Objectives

The student will be able to articulate answers to these questions:

· What is social networking?

· What are the potential benefits and drawbacks of social networking?

· What are some popular social networks and how do they differ? 

Lesson Prep Work

(30 min, at a minimum, prior to student arrival)

· get in early to test for technology failure, because it will happen :-)

· create Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, MySpace, Reddit and Meetup accounts

· pre-sign into accounts

· pre-load videos 

· print handouts

Lesson Outline

The lesson is completed in one 90-minute class session.

· (5 min) Introduction

· Introduce instructor, students.

· Students should each answer the question “What are you hoping to get out of class today?” and instructor will tailor instruction to their answers. 

· State learning objectives.

· (80 min) Activities

· (15) Section 1: What is Social Networking
· Watch CommonCraft Video – Social Networking (
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· State definitions 
· Social network: An online social structure made up of individuals or organizations which are connected by at least one type of relationship, such as friendship, kinship, professional or recreational interests, or fandom. 

· Profile: the face you present to the online world- your online identity; typically includes a picture and basic information.  This is what people interact with when they’re interacting with you.

· Discuss: compare in-real-life networks v. virtual social networks to find commonalities and expose myths; discussion starter suggestions: 
· How often do you go up to a completely random stranger on the street and ask them to be your friend?  Would you do this on a social network? 
· Have you ever landed a job or met an important person in your life because someone you knew, knew someone?

· Watch video about prevalence & importance of social networks (warning: lion king soundtrack)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SuNx0UrnEo&feature=related
· (20) Section 2: Common Social Networks
· Talk about social v. business networks (there’s always overlap!)

· Briefly demonstrate: 

· facebook
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· 901 million users, personal connections, multi-media sharing
· Twitter.com 

· Microblogging, live blogging
· LinkedIn.com 

· Professional networking, job searching

· Myspace.com

· Outdated; personal connections & music

· Meetup.com (no specific demo; ask class what their hobbies are & find a group for that)

· Online network for people to connect in the real world; local

· Demo search & general zipcode browse

· Reddit.com
· Online forum for sharing content & having conversations

· Be warned: lots of profanity and NSFW forums on Reddit, so pick a tame one in advance. 
· Discuss: What experience do the students have with social networks?  What social networks are their friends talking about?
· (5) Section 3: Other websites to Mention Briefly
· Yelp.com

· Locals review local places around town

· FourSquare & Geo-location 

· Flickr.com 
· Online Entertainment
· YouTube, Hulu, Grooveshark

· Google Plus (meh) 
· (20) Section 4: Benefits & Drawbacks of Social Networking

· Lead a discussion about this by asking “what benefits do you see to social networking?”  “What drawbacks do you see?” 

· Benefits

· Networking

· Keeping track of friends

· Finding new opportunities (ie jobs, education, entertainment)

· Drawbacks & Dangers

· Privacy Issues (note how a lot of privacy settings are user controlled)

· Stalkers 

· Identity Theft (birthdates, addresses, what info you choose to share) 

· Information Overload

· (15) Section 5: Common Features of Social Networks

· Must have account to participate (must have email to have account)

·       Commenting, Profiles, “share” buttons, like/dislike buttons (thumbs, stars, etc) 

· (?) Social Networking Open Lab if there’s time!

· (5 min) Conclusion  

· Go over handout, review material, emphasize contact info & further resources on handout.

· Any questions? Final comments? 
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