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This class is both for students who don’t know what blogs are and have a curiosity about them and for students who would like to begin blogging themselves.  
Lesson Objectives

The student will understand and can accomplish these tasks at the end of the lesson:

· define “blog” and understand the popularity and uses of blogs in the modern world
· find and read blogs
· be familiar with several blogging platforms 

· understand how to create and maintain a blog of their own
Lesson Prep Work

(30 min, at a minimum, prior to student arrival)

· Create/log in to Blogspot, Tumblr & Wordpress.com accounts

· Create Blogspot, Tumblr & Wordpress.com blogs and make sure each has posts and comments
Lesson Outline

The lesson is completed in one 90-minute class session.

· (5 min) Introduction

· Discuss: (write these on the whiteboard) Do you read blogs and if so, which ones?  What do you want to learn today, specifically?  
· Instructor intro (give blogging background, show personal blogs & why you like to teach the class)
· If possible, show examples of your personal blog.
·  (80 min) Activities

· (5 min) What is a Blog

· watch video http
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· define web + log; informal writing style; often op-ed; updated frequently; continuous stream; short; contains hyperlinks

· define hyperlink: A link from one website to another, usually indicated by a change in font (color and underlining), though a hyperlink can also be in a picture or video; your mouse becomes a hand when hovering over a link. 

· (10 min) Examples of Blogs  
· Personal blogs

· http://vitalitymentality.com/
· http
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· http://www.whatimade.com/
· http://the3six5.posterous.com/
· http://www.clouds365.com
· Organizational blogs

· Publications

· http
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· note that these are shared blogs- more than one writer creating posts

· Businesses 

· http
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· http://findout.rei.com/blogs
· Discuss: If you were to blog, what would you blog about?
· (15 min) How to Find Blogs (aka START CLICKING)

· It’s a net, and you have to get in it to crawl around.  Some suggestions: 

· Demo: google search “best blogs” or “most-read blogs” or more specific search like “NFL blog” or “fashion blog”

· Find ones you like and bookmark them.  

· Just start clicking!

· (50 min) How to Blog

· Blogging Platforms

· overview: blogging platforms are free and allow you a lot of administrative abilities, including customization of the look and layout

· DISCLAIMER: you might come across questionable content in the blogosphere and the library takes no responsibility for this content.  If you don’t want to see it, don’t click on it. 
· Activity: Go to Wordpress.com and compare the layout of three blogs.  Things I want you to take note of (write these on whiteboard): 
· Navigation- The portion along the top or sides of the page - What are the tabs?  Is there About?  How do you get home?  

· How do you access old posts? 

· How are comments displayed? 

· Think to yourself: which of these features do I like or dislike? 

· Demo wordpress.com
· Make a post

· Moderate comments

· Change appearance

· Demo http
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· Make a post

· Show some tumblrs

· http
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· http://thingsorganizedneatly.tumblr.com/
· http://unamazing.com/
· http://thisisnthappiness.com/
· Demo http
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· Show Dashboard
·  define dashboard as the administrative control panel

·  Get back there by clicking on blogger logo

· Posts

· Create New Post.  Show: link, pic, video

· Edit posts

· Go through these tabs:

· edit post, comments, settings, design (install gadget), monetize, stats
· Activity: Have students post a comment to your Blogspot blog and manage their comments. 
· Hints for successful blogging
· Write about something that interests you – other people will find it interesting, too!

· Learn from others – read other blogs, see what you like and don’t like, and build those lessons into your blog.

· Plan ahead – try to map out your first 10 posts before you ever put something online. It will help you find your voice and refine what your blog is about.

· Create a conversation – comment on other peoples’ blogs (especially those that are writing about the same things you are) and they’ll return the favor.

· Be consistent – the world won’t end if you don’t post something every day, but posting on a regular basis will build readers and subscribers. Set your own deadlines to put up content and keep to it!

· Expect writers’ block and pace yourself – it’s common to hit roadblocks or not feel inspired. Don’t get discouraged and plan ahead – many blogging platforms let you write posts in advance and schedule when they’re posted, so you can keep post coming while you take some time to get inspired again.

· (5) Conclusion  

· Go over handout, review material, and emphasize contact info & further resources on handout.

· Any questions? Final comments?

· Remind patrons to practice; assign take-home-practice - remind them they can ask for help

· Remind to take survey.

What This Lesson Does Not Cover

· We do not cover specific, technical usage of any of the blogging platforms. These are covered in-depth in more specific classes.
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