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Instructional Outline
Internet for Beginners

Title: Internet for Beginners
Length: 90 minutes
Description: Curious about this thing called the Internet? Then come to Internet 101 to get a basic introduction on how to use it, what it can do, and how much fun it can be to surf the web! 
Audience: Beginning computer users with basic keyboard and mouse skills
Learning Objectives:

Students will:

1. Identify 5 uses for the Internet.
2. Navigate the Internet using links and browser buttons (forward, back, refresh, cancel, scroll).

3. Define the parts of a url and practice entering a url into the address bar.
4. Examine the elements of a web page (menus, help, contact, about us, ads, search bar).
5. Learn how to print from the Internet using print preview.

6. Practice browsing the Internet.
Materials needed:
A computer connected to a projector, and a wall or screen to project onto.
Handouts (3 pages)
Special considerations:
An Internet connection and browser software is required for this class.
This class was created using Firefox and Windows XP. Content and handouts should be adapted for use with other systems.

Optional: Add bibliography of books about the Internet (available at your PCC or library) to the handout.
Resources:
Instructor should review these resources as needed to prepare to teach the class.
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internet101 
http://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/web 

https://sites.google.com/site/gwebsearcheducation/ 

Introduction









Time: 5 minutes

Content: Introduce self, overview of class, announcements
Activity: Pair share – meet your neighbor and ask them one thing they would like to learn from this class. Listen in to their conversations to get an idea of what their interests are, and incorporate them into the class if possible.

Learning Objective #1: Identify 5 uses for the Internet

Time: 10 minutes 

Content: There are many uses for the Internet, for business, education, and entertainment. Don’t go into detail about specific uses, though. Tell a story about something you like to do on the Internet.

Activity: Have participants shout out (brainstorm) uses for the Internet. Type them into the instructor computer using Word or Google Docs. Try to get at least 10 examples and have participants write down 5 examples that they would like to learn more about.

Learning Objective #2: Navigate the Internet using links and browser buttons

Time: 15 minutes 
Content: Show this video to give a brief overview to the web browser.
“Browser Basics” by GCF Learn Free (2 1/2 minutes)
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internet101 (click on “Browser Basics”)

Discuss: What is an Internet Browser?

Activity: Guide participants through the using an Internet Browser, including links, back/forward buttons, refresh/cancel buttons, scroll bars, and help menu.

Learning Objective #3: Define the parts of a url and practice entering a url into the address bar

 Time: 15 minutes

Content: Define URL (Uniform Resource Locator) and give an analogy (like a street address, unique and has many parts). Explain the parts of a URL, including the difference between http/https. 
Activity: Demonstrate how to enter a new url. Have participants work in pairs to practice, taking turns to enter a url while the other person assists. Use “Yahoo.com” as an example.

Learning Objective #4: Examine the elements of a web page 

Time: 15 minutes 

Content: Demonstrate using “Yahoo.com” as an example, explain and point out common elements of web pages, including menus, sidebars, advertisements, content, search bar, sign in, help, and about. 

Explain advertisement placement and warn participants to be careful of clicking advertisements, and warn them about scams and spyware. 
Activity: Have participants complete a Yahoo! scavenger hunt, locating things on the main page of “Yahoo.com” (no clicking required) 

Learning Objective #5: Learn how to print from the Internet using print preview
Time: 5 minutes 
Content: Describe the process for printing at your library. Include each step, including how much it costs, where to pick up, and any other important information. Demonstrate common problems when printing from the Internet, including ads, blank pages, and many pages of unnecessary information. Demonstrate the “Print Preview” option. Try to select a long page like a news article for this.
Activity: Have all participants practice printing a page using print preview.
Learning Objective #6: Practice browsing the Internet



Time: 15 minutes
Content: Talk about what it means to “browse the Internet” by clicking links. Make a joke about the amount of time lost to people getting lost browsing the Internet. 
Demonstrate how you might browse the Internet from Yahoo.com. 

Show this video to introduce people to how tabs work.
“How to browse the web with tabs” by GCF Learn Free (1 minute)
http://www.teachparentstech.org/tabs 

Activity: Have participants practice browsing on their own. Then have participants work with a partner and take turns showing each other what they found while browsing. 
Conclusion 









Time: 10 minutes
Content: Give ideas for practice. 
Activity: Have participants write down 3 things they will do to practice and to continue learning about the Internet
Evaluation 
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