
Helping 

Homeschoolers  
in the Public Library 



Homeschooling is: 

  

• a nonpublic home-based educational program  

• provided by the child’s parent or an adult relative 
designated by the parent  

• not under the supervision and control of a school 
district  

• not considered a private or nonprofit school 
 

(Colorado Department of Education) 

 

What is Homeschooling? 



Families must file a notice of intent to homeschool from ages 7 to 16. 
 

Children will be tested or evaluated in 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, and 11th grades. 

 

Colorado Homeschool Law 



• Families who teach their children full-time 

• Families whose children attend some classes at a 
public, charter or private school 

• Families who choose online education 

 

Who Homeschools? 



Why? 



 

1.77 million  
 

 

    kids and teens homeschooled in the U. S.         
(National Center for Education Statistics, 2012) 



 

16,100 
 

 

    kids and teens homeschooled in Colorado 
(Colorado Department of Education, 2015-

2016 school year) 

 



 

2,500 
 

homeschooled kids and teens participated in 
PPLD’s 2015 Summer Reading Program 



 Homeschooling families are often an 
overlooked part of the community.  As a 

specialized population, homeschoolers may be 
hard to identify and connect with.   



How? 



Homeschool Committee 

Homeschooled 
6 children for 

23 years 

Was 
Homeschooled 

for grades K-12 

Homeschooled 
1 child for 13 

years 

Have a passion for working 
with Homeschoolers 



Used Curriculum Swap 

Schedule late June  
(after sales are over) 
 
 

 

FREE! 
No money 
exchanged 
 

All give-away 



Resource Fair 

Support groups
   

Enrichment programs 

  

Community resources 

  



Homeschool Tools 

Library resources 
 

 
 Children’s activities 

Building tours 



Special Presentations 

“Homeschooling Methods: Understanding Your Options” 

“Homeschooling Your Special Needs Child: You Can Do It!” 

“Homeschooling 101” 

  



Website 



Electronic Newsletters 



Quarterly Publication 



  

Resources and Materials 

Special spine sticker or shelf location to set 
homeschool books apart 

 



Displays 



  

Discovery Packs 



Family Programming 

Educational activity or speaker 
 
Families bring sack lunches 
 
Use low cost community 
partners 



History Colorado: Moving Day 



Lego Club 



Volunteer planned and run 
 
Multi-age programs 
(sometimes divided by age) 
 

Monthly Science Programs 



Open to all homeschoolers 
 
Opportunity to talk about their projects 
 

Science Fair 

No judging 
 

No prizes  



Game Day 
Simple games 
Picnic 
Time to socialize 



Art Show 

Open to all homeschoolers 
 
No prizes 
 
Reception for family & friends 



Primary Source Workshop 





 

$250-$1,000 
 

 

amount PPLD homeschool families estimate 
they spend yearly on Homeschooling 



Science 
Equipment & 

Lab Tables 

Software  & 
Databases 

Dedicated  
Staff 

Educational 
Kits & 

Manipulatives 

Study Spaces 
& Gathering 

Areas 

Computers & 
Printing 

ERC 
Educational 

Resource 

Center 



Virtual Dissection 

Foreign Languages 

Driver’s Education 



Science Lab 



Science 



Technology 



Math 



Spanish 

ASL/Braille 

Language Arts 



Art 

Music 

Health 

Social Studies 









“The library system in the city we just moved from did 
not actively seek out homeschoolers and even seemed 

a little resistant about providing resources.  PPLD’s 
outreach to homeschoolers has been refreshing and 

encouraging.   We are really enjoying and appreciating 
the resources available.  Thank you!” 

 

“I think the East Library does a 

FANTASTIC job providing resources for 

the homeschool community.  Keep up the 

great work!” 

“Do it again, please!” 



Let’s 

Collaborate! 



Libraries Supporting Homeschoolers Wiki 

http://librariesandhomeschoolers.pbworks.com/w/page/47827048/Libraries
%20Supporting%20Homeschoolers 

https://mail.ppld.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=8713ad684a0a43bb8c8bc8fa21022279&URL=http%3a%2f%2flibrariesandhomeschoolers.pbworks.com%2fw%2fpage%2f47827048%2fLibraries%2520Supporting%2520Homeschoolers
https://mail.ppld.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=8713ad684a0a43bb8c8bc8fa21022279&URL=http%3a%2f%2flibrariesandhomeschoolers.pbworks.com%2fw%2fpage%2f47827048%2fLibraries%2520Supporting%2520Homeschoolers


Gail Sohns 
Children’s Librarian  

Homeschool Committee Lead ● Homeschool Program Coordinator 

Educational Resource Center Coordinator 

gsohns@ppld.org 
 

 

Jessica Freeland 
Children’s Specialist  

Educational Resource Center Team Member 

Homeschool Program Coordinator 

jfreeland@ppld.org 

 

 

Tina Lewis 
Children’s Specialist  

Homeschool Committee Member ● Homeschool Parent 

Homeschool Program Coordinator 

tlewis@ppld.org  
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